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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATIS

26 May 1951

SUBJECT: Tentative Terms of Refersnce for Propoged NIE
(Formerly Staff Planning Project Noo 7)5
\ STRATEGIC T3PLICATIONS OF A SOVIET CONQUEST OF
| WESTERN EUROPE AND THE NEAR EAST# BEFORE 1953
(for consideration of the Board) '

THE PROBLEM

e To examine the effect on the East-West power position of
REUO

97 1953,

& Soviet conquest of Western Europe and the Near East before

SCOFE

The study woujévxwlzsent a description or swmation of the
potential military and economic aceretlons to ths Soviet bloc

4 v
n

Y ‘
‘v\\dﬁ resulting from conquest of ths area Emder optimum ccmditio#
’\/\

% K11 Turopean continental countries West of the Iron Curtain
(ineluding Yugoslavia), Greece, Turkey, Iran, the Levant, the
Arebian peninsula, and Egypt.
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1.,0.3 no US counteraction, negligible resistance and destruc-
tion by Westorn armed forces, etc. The study would then examine
the numerous known or poseible internal and external factors
which might deter or prevent full Soviet realization of the
area'gvzpfojtentialmjmhaaiam change#ﬁ?ov:}.et
capabilitine-vis-a—vis-he-US, (Althoughlno attempt shouid be
made to reach concluaions regarding a Soviet intent to overrun
Western Europe and the Near East, certain limited cohcj.u_sions
may emerge which would shed light on Soviet intentions ,{parti-
cularly with respect to the optimum time for a conquest ;':f
Western Europe and the Near East and the most advantageous
method of achieving it;,]

QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM ; (0 T il /,(,?
1] e YR g i ",'
G HE MY HE I (/HVD

(Dieregarding such factors as US counteraction, destruction
by retreating Western forces, and interdiction of the con-
quered area's normal trade with non-Soviet areas.)

A, Military. , .
07&#/4/6 21/ /1/2’45
1. Removal of a’ land threat to the USSR?

-? -

SRENED
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26 Inoreased capability for Jiunching attacks
against the US, the UK er other non«Soviet
countries?

B, Economleean ol $c/ Pw%% i
1. What would be the gross Western Euro %ﬂ

Sltocks, ¥'eg Suycds, bl v,
Near Eaabernﬁg\roduction ot resoureea and prod

"
which could QOn't.ribute to the Soviet potentidl for
war against the US and UK? e 4.

| . audscienTific

2, In what particular lines would the eeonomicﬁpotan- )

tial of Western Europe and the Near East make ths

greatest contribution to Soviet economic strength?

TT, TO WHAT EXTENT AWD FOR HOW LONG WQULD VARTOUS INTERNAL
TAGTORS DENE OR PIEVEND FULL SOVIET UTILIZATION OF
WESTERN EUROPE AND THE NEAR FAST?

(As in I above, external factors such as US counter-

action, etc., would be ‘disregarded.)
A, MWilitary.
1. Overextension of Soviet military forces?
2. Difficulties of organizirig and qontrolling nonw
Soviet armed forces?
3. Necessity for providing large occupatioh forces?

B, Economic. /
Gecct: 14/”-7 Gy s U téh

1, Integration of the ecomomics of the iwo areag? P ;MJ* oy lT
- 3 - ,.”: " Y Lo \? .

. - o 48 11 4 ,.Z?,}
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